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Stroduction

Our memaries of the University of Michigan are frequently linked to the
seasons. Upiversity b is shaped by the strongly seasonal character of Michigan s
Great Lites location. The eampus comes to lfe in early full, with returning
students, alemni rewnions, and traditions such a football weehends. Mhchigan
winter flrees activities inside as shies become overcast and rtie wind bring frigid
temperatures, snouw, and ice. lhough pring in good, gray Michigan is wsually
@ dhort season, the first gpring flowers and blooming trees are a hopefel sign that sum -
mer i near, and commencement i imminent. Hummentime is guiet, the campus
deserted, with fow students and even fewer facully. Dut university bfe is only dox-
mant for a brigf period, dince @ new generation of students will saon afppear with the
approaching fall, as the ayele of seasons begins aneuw.

This pictorial essay of campus b at the Univensity of Michigan follouws the
deasons, from the fall excitement of new students and returning alemné, lo derious
academic duties of winter, to the pride of accomplishment Symbolized by gpring com -
mencement, andfinally to the guiet repase of summentime. Many of the images in
this book are timeless. COhhers conuey the ever changing character of a great univer-
sity. Woit will bring back memories.

Thie essay begins with a guiet campus in the hat dalddrums of @ Widuestern
dummer, awaiting the deluge of returning students and resumplion of campues .
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gfﬂwy{wfw n %gan & a very brief season. I late %ﬂ/, the ther-
momet&/ﬁlm/g; maoves aéom/reffwy and then é(gw rg&l on going inlo the 7 Cs and

S, da that by early My, summer has arrived. M in the gpace of a fou week,
the tlps Hoom, leaves qppear on the trees, and dudents gradiuate and loave.

Sence, gpring memaries arefew and brief. The University approaches gpring
with mized enthusiasm. Certainly, the end of winter and the trandition from gray
dludh to the first buds of trees and flowers is welcome. e, gpring also Signals the
gpproacking end of the academic calendar, commencement, and the departure of
students and facalty. Ind for many, it is a heetie season, when term papers must be
campleted, final exams pasied, and for the facelly. funding proposals sbmitted.

The parents suwell with pride aver their gradating sans and daughters and re-
lisffram ccllege bills. Clfet they saan face a college event even mare traumatic than the
Great Drap-off when they first bring their students ta campus: when their ofpring

mention their intention to maove back home /m/ll%a/ decide what te do neat.
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lammer in Fnn Srbar is a peacdl time. Madt students have either grad.-
wated o returned home for summer vacation~or more typically, summer jobs, The
faculty has seattered to the winds, traveling abut the glabe, combining scholarly work
and traveling vacations. “Cuen thase students and faculty who stay in Fnn Srbar
to work on their research or take additional courses usally slow their pace a b
Cfer, while relawed, campus b in sammentime is alio rewarding. The b
i green and lush, with peonies in bloom, and an sceasional event uch as a Hhake-
gpeare pesformance, ox a Weadland Dance. The Wotanioal Gardens abso pro-
uide a quiel place to enfoy nature trails and the ea/@yﬁ/dg&@%%e MMWM.
The Snn Srbar Hummer Spt Fiair tahes aver the town in_Jidy when visttors
feom around the country enjoy the four-day event. Summer Camps for schaolyirl
and bogs are plentifel, from athletios to computers. Snd pertaps mast signifteant,
during Sugust, the streets are guiet and ane can actually find a place to park! Qfet
the calm i brigf. dince as Hlgptember afpproaches, students return to elaim their rent-
als, the facully returns to propare for fall classes, and the campus i active and alice,
proparedfor a new beginning.
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